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GRADUATE STUDENT ADVISORY COUNCIL 
AGENDA 

October 1, 2025 
2:00-4:00pm /OM2-138 or ZOOM  

 

Attendees: 
Alec Dow X Emily Rubooga X Sahar Sowdagar 

 

Blair Visscher  Ghulam Hussain X Tamara Palamar X 

Bronte Shelton X Johanna Elizabeth Manrique 
Hernandez 

X Zejia Xu 
 

Caitlin Harty X Lanxin Li 
 

Margoto, Olivia X 

Crawford, Carolyn 
 

Nana Kwasi Effah Adjei 
 

Berrisford, Haley X 
Chris Isaak X Niki Soroush-Asghari 

   

Deborah Edoho X Paula Verholen 
   

Dominic (Zhongda) 
Huang 

X Riley Eaton X   
 

      

Cherkowski, Sabre X Roberts, Deanna X Pratt, Daniela X 

X – In attendance 

 

1. Chair’s Remarks and round table introductions (Sabre) 

Sabre welcomed everyone to the meeting, and participants introduced themselves in a round-

table format. 

2. Grad Council Student membership (Deanna) 

A vacancy for a research-based master’s student on Graduate Council was announced. 

Members were asked to share the call for applications with fellow students following the 
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meeting. The deadline to apply is October 3, and the information was emailed to members 

immediately after the meeting. 

3. Interest in student success workshops (Deanna)  

Committee members were asked about potential barriers to attending workshops at UBCO, 

given the current low enrolment. They were also invited to share what types of workshops they 

would be most interested in attending. The four proposed workshop topics were: 

• Coping with academic pressure 

• Time management and goal setting 

• Strengthening executive functioning skills 

• Building motivation and resilience 

 

Members suggested offering more flexible delivery options, such as both in-person and hybrid 

sessions. They also emphasized the importance of content focused on people with disabilities 

and recommended a workshop for faculty and staff on accessibility and accommodation, to 

help foster a more welcoming and inclusive campus environment for everyone. 

If you have any other suggestions or would like to discuss this further, please reach out to 

Deanna.roberts@ubc.ca  

4. Other business  

The group was asked to consider themes and topics GSAC might focus on this year to make 

meaningful improvements for graduate students at UBCO. Future topics for consideration 

included: 
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• Bursaries and academic funding for graduate students 

• Coordinating and enhancing graduate student supports across faculties 

• Accessibility improvements on campus, including graduate spaces and facilities 

• Equity, diversity, and inclusion initiatives, including opportunities to provide input on 

ongoing projects 

• TA distribution and workload considerations 

• PhD minimum funding policies 

• Food availability on campus 

 

It was noted that several of these topics would be revisited at our next meeting on November 

12th, when Paul Shipley returns to provide updates and context on the progress of some of 

these ongoing initiatives. 
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