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GRADUATE STUDENT ADVISORY COUNCIL 
AGENDA 

January 7, 2026 
2:00-4:00pm / ZOOM  

 

Attendees: 
Alec Dow 

 
Emily Rubooga 

 
Sahar Sowdagar X 

Blair Visscher  Ghulam Hussain X Tamara Palamar X 

Bronte Shelton X Johanna Elizabeth Manrique 
Hernandez 

X Zejia Xu 
 

Caitlin Harty X Lanxin Li 
 

Olivia Margoto 
 

Carolyn Crawford X Nana Kwasi Effah Adjei 
 

Haley Berrisford X 
Chris Isaak 

 
Niki Soroush-Asghari 

 
Kipas Lesancha   

 

Deborah Edoho 
 

Paula Verholen X Nikki Marchand X 
Dominic (Zhongda) 

Huang 

 
Riley Eaton X   

 

      

Cherkowski, Sabre X Roberts, Deanna X Pratt, Daniela X 

X – In attendance 

Meeting started: 2:05pm 

1. Chair’s Remarks (Sabre Cherkowski) 

The meeting began with a welcome back and New Year’s greeting, followed by roundtable 

introductions and a land acknowledgment. 

 

1. Graduat Students’ Association Presentation (GSA Exec Team) 

The Graduate Student Association (GSA) gave a presentation outlining its structure, 

governance, and mandate. The GSA is elected by and governed by graduate students and is 

accountable directly to the graduate student body, representing students’ academic, 

professional, and social interests outside of the university. As a non-profit organization 

governed under the Societies Act, the GSA was incorporated in 2024 following a successful 
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referendum passed in October 2025, with an effective date of January 1, 2025. As of this date, 

the GSA now collects graduate student fees directly rather than through the SUO, allowing it to 

better tailor advocacy and services to graduate student needs. 

 

The presentation also shared how the GSA works to improve the quality of life of graduate 

students through collaboration with existing bodies and by actively gathering student input. All 

GSA meetings are held in a hybrid and fully accessible format, including bi-weekly Board of 

Directors meetings. Information and updates are shared through Instagram, a growing mailing 

list, the CoGS newsletter that is sent to all graduate students, and plans for a website and 

newsletter are currently underway. Attendees were also encouraged to participate in an 

upcoming online town hall in the coming months, with participants eligible to enter a draw for a 

gift card to the Jammery. 

 
2. Recording meetings (Sabre Cherkowski) 

The group discussed the possibility of recording future meetings for the purpose of assisting 

with minute-taking using AI technology (CoPilot). It was agreed that recordings would begin at 

the next meeting, starting after introductions and any sharing of personal information, with a 

clear verbal notice provided before recording begins (for example, stating that the recording is 

about to start and confirming consent). It was also noted that information captured through 

CoPilot is protected by UBC and is not used for AI training purposes, and that this approach can 

be revisited and adjusted in the future if needed. 

 

3. Update on the status of the five year minimum funding policy for PhD students 

(Brontë Shelton)  

The group revisited an item from previous meetings regarding the idea of changing the 

minimum funding policy for PhD students from four to five years, which may be brought 

forward to Senate. This work is still ongoing, with continued discussion around increasing 
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minimum funding levels, and related conversations about funding and program duration taking 

place on both campuses. It was noted that this item will be revisited at future meetings as more 

information becomes available. 

 

4. Accessibility improvements on campus, including graduate spaces and facilities 
(Revisited Item) 

Work on accessibility improvements is still ongoing. Regarding our CoGS ramps, adding material 

to existing structures isn’t currently an option, so alternative meeting spaces are being explored 

if need be. The group also discussed the need for more hybrid options for courses and meetings 

to provide better accessibility and options for all students. Campus Planning has agreed to look 

at more suitable materials in future builds. 

 

 
5. Equity, diversity, and inclusion initiatives, including opportunities to provide input on 

ongoing projects (Revisited Item) 

The discussion continued around the importance of hybrid options for courses and meetings, as 

some Indigenous students need to remain in their communities for research or program 

requirements, and travelling to campus can make it difficult to stay connected to their 

communities and ceremonies. Follow-up will take place with the Indigenous Graduate Student 

Advisor to better understand how these students are being supported. 

 

6. GSA/SUO Member Motion 

A motion was proposed to change the SUO representative on GSAC to a GSA representative. 

The motion was brought forward, seconded, and all members voted in favor, so the motion was 

passed. The GSA Executive will determine who will fill this position. 

 

Meeting adjourned: 2:48pm  
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